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Whakataukī
Our school whakataukī is:

He taonga te aroha.

It means:
Goodwill is a precious gift.

Karakia
Our school karakia is:

Kia hora te marino
Kia whakapapa pounamu te moana 
Hei huarahi mō tātou i te rangi nei  

Aroha atu, aroha mai  
Tātou ki a tātou katoa  

Hui e! Taiki e! 

It means:
May peace be widespread

May the sea be like greenstone
A pathway for all of us this day

Let us show aroha for each other
For one another

Together and forward.
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School History
Maungawhare House was used as a 
private school for Mr Henry Brabant’s 
11 children plus neighbours and workers’ 
children.  A tutor and governess taught 
English, Arithmetic, History, Geography, 
Scripture, French and Māori.

Mr Berridge offered to provide accommodation for a school 
at his Beach Road property.  A private school was also set up 
in Woodhill Library (Part of the Maungawhare House 60 acre 
homestead)

Miss Frances Somerville was appointed as the first Principal

On the 7th October Ōtūmoetai School opened on Mr Berridge’s 
property with 20 pupils

A new site for Ōtūmoetai Primary School was secured and 
tenders for the school building went out

Ōtūmoetai Primary School opened on it’s current site. It was 
the third state school to be established in Tauranga. The first 
classroom, built at a cost of £169, was ready for the new school 
year in February, 1897.  The classroom was a simple, small, 30 
feet by 18 feet structure accommodating a roll of 28 pupils.

1878

1900

1901

1899

1895

1896

1897

1878 - 1892 Ōtūmoetai residents made several attempts to have 
their own school provided in the district.

A school flagstaff was erected 
and a flag raising ceremony held

Henly Tanawhi, Keremuku Tawa, 
Alice Tawa and Mary Ngatai 
were the next Māori students 
from Judea Native School.

The first Māori student, Eveline Faulkner, was enrolled from 
Judea Māori School. 
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1926

1935

1934

1938

1939

1940

1945

The school’s roll 
grew to 40 students. 
An extension to the 
original room formed 
two classrooms.  

The Native Bush 
Walk was begun by 
Principal Elsie Thorpe

There were more 
than 52 students at 
Ōtūmoetai Primary 
School

The Ōtūmoetai Primary School Committee wrote to The 
Education Board to ask that all Māori students be removed 
from the school

The Education Board approved the School Committee request 
and on 20th November 44 Māori students were moved to 
Te Paeroa Native School (Bethlehem).

No Māori students were on the roll at Ōtūmoetai Primary 
School

50th Jubilee Matheson Farm 
on the left of 
Ōtūmoetai 
Road - 1917
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1950

1959

1970

1953

1967

1961

1974

1998

New classroom built

School Road Patrol started

75th Jubilee

Three acres were added to the school grounds

Swimming Pool was built

C Block was built

School Library opened

School Hall was opened by Sir Edmund Hillary on 24th July

Ōtūmoetai 
Primary School 

Agricultural 
Day 1940’s
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2013

2014

2020

2013 / 2014

2019

2021

The original Ōtūmoetai Primary classroom was moved 
to Tauranga Historic Village

Oak Tree Playground, Kids’ Kingdom and Pirate Ship 
Playgrounds upgraded

PB4L, a new vision ‘Actively Involved Learners’ and CARE Values  
were introduced at Ōtūmoetai Primary School

School Houses were introduced at Ōtūmoetai Primary School

Code of Practice was issued allowing International Students 
to attend Ōtūmoetai Primary

125th Anniversary and an apology to Ngāi Tamarāwaho was 
made for the removal of Māori students from Ōtūmoetai 
Primary School in 1939.  Outdoor stage was opened.  Mural 
projects underway across the school.

Senior Playground 
(including flying 
fox and basket 
swings) opened.
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School Logo
The tree on our school logo symbolises the oak tree that sits at 
the corner of Ōtūmoetai Road and Sherwood Street where our 
Oak Tree Playground is.

This tree was planted in 1895 and has been a prominent 
feature of our school for 125 years.  In the logo, the tree sits 
on Ōtūmoetai hill, the hill that we travel up each day and the 
grounding whenua of our school.  The koru within the hill 
represents the waters of Tauranga Moana.
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Ōtūmoetai - ‘Ō’ - means the place of, ‘tū’ -  means to stand still, ‘moe’- 
means sleeping and ‘tai’ - means tide.  Ōtūmoetai means the place of the 
sleeping tide.

Tamati Tata (Ngai Tamarāwaho) explained that out from Matakana Point 
lies the Matahui Bank. Ōtūmoetai refers to the place where the tide 
meets from the two directions at the top of the Matahui Bank and, for a 
short time, ‘stands still’, neither going in or out.

In the olden days, cream and milk cart drivers used to take the cream 
and milk across the Matahui Bank from Matakana Point to the dairy 
company in Katikati at low tide.  Horse and carts, cattle drives and sheep 
being mustered across the harbour using the Matahui Bank used to be a 
common sight.

The power lines from the mainland across to Matakana Island used to run 
across the Matahui Bank. 

The entire foreshore from Waikareao Pa Site to the Oreanui Pa Site 
became known as Ōtūmoetai, the sleeping tide. From the foreshores all 
the area heading inland south, became known as Ōtūmoetai. Therefore 
it can be rightly said, ‘Ōtūmoetai ki tai, Ōtūmoetai ki uta’ (Ōtūmoetai 
seaward, Ōtūmoetai inland).

Ōtūmoetai Meaning

Ōtūmoetai 
school students 

learning Life 
Saving lessons 

in the 1940’s
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The first principal was Miss Frances 
Somerville. She arrived on the S.S. Waiotahi 
from Auckland, ready for the opening of the 
school on the 7th October 1895.  

There were 28 pupils on the first day.  The 
students transferred from Tauranga No.1 
School, Tauranga School No.3, Te Puke 
School and eight students who had not 
attended any school.  

Miss Somerville remained Principal from 
1895-1901.

Ōtūmoetai 
Primary School’s 
First Principal

This mural is of 
the first principal 

of Ōtūmoetai 
Primary School. 

Newspaper extract from the 
Bay of Plenty Times, 9 August 

1895, supporting this is via - 
Papers Past.
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Legend of Mauao
There was once a hill with no name among the many hills and 
ravines on the edge of the forests of Hautere. This nameless one 
was pononga, slave or servant, to the great chief Otānewainuku, the 
forested peak which stands as a landmark for the tribes of Tauranga 
Moana. 

To the south-west was the shapely form of the hill Pūwhenua, a 
woman clothed in all the fine greens of the ferns and shrubs and 
trees of the forest of Tāne. The nameless one was desperately in love 
with Pūwhenua. However, her heart was already won by the majestic 
form of the chiefly mountain Otānewainuku.

There seemed no hope for the lowly slave with no name to persuade 
her to become his bride. The nameless one sorrowed and in 
despair he decided to end it all by drowning himself in the ocean, Te 
Moananui a Kiwa. He called on the patupaiarehe, the people with 
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magical powers who dwelled in the forests of Hautere. They were his 
friends and they plaited the ropes with their magic to haul him from 
the hill country toward the ocean. As they pulled on their ropes, they 
chanted a karakia (magic chant).  

Chanting their song they began to haul the nameless one slowly 
towards the water, gouging out the valley where the river Waimapu 
now flows. They followed the channel past Hairini, past Maungatapu 
and Matapihi and finally past Te Papa to the water’s edge. 

By this time it was very close to day break. The sun rose fixing 
the nameless one to that place. Being people of the night the 
patupaiarehe fled back to the shady depths of the Hautere forests, 
before the light of the sun descended upon them. 

The patupaiarehe gave the name Mauao to this mountain which 
marks the entrance of Tauranga Moana. This means caught by the 
morning sun. In time, he has assumed greater mana than his rival 
Otānewainuku. Today he is known by Mount Maunganui, and Mauao.  
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Patupaiarehe Chant 
E hika tū ake
Ki runga rā
Whītiki taua hei tama tū
Kūmea ki te uru, uea ki te tonga
Hikinuku hikirangi i arārā
Ka ngarue, ngarue
Toia ki te hau marangai kia whakarongo e
Taku kiri i te kikini o te rehutai
O ngā ngaru whatiwhati e haruru mai nei
Wī, wī wī, Wā wā wā 
Horahia ō mata ki a Mere (mere) tūahiahi e
Hei taki i te ara ki a Tangaroa
He Atua hāo i te tini ki te pō
E kōkōia e ara e

14        Ōtūmoetai Primary School



Arise you who slumber 
Prepare ourselves
Prove our manhood
Heave to the West, heave to the South
Move heaven and earth
It awakens, it loosens, shudders
Haul towards the stormy east wind
That the skin may feel
The tang of salt spray 
Of the turbulent thundering waves
Cast your eyes heavenward
Towards Venus, the evening star
To light to the path to the ocean of Tangaroa
The God who lures many into his embrace
Into eternal darkness
Alas the birds have awakened
Dawn has come
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Tākitimu Hall
Tākitimu, the Ōtūmoetai Centennial Hall, was officially opened by Sir 
Edmund Hillary on the 24th July, 1998.  Our hall is named Tākitimu, after 
the Tākitimu waka that travelled from Hawaiiki to Aotearoa.  A carving of 
the Tākitimu legend can be found adorning the interior walls of our hall. 

It is one of 
the taonga 

of our school

Tākitimu 
Tauihu
Outside our hall and in front of 
our Taurikura mural, a sculpture 
of the Tākitimu prow (tauihu) 
sits in pride of place.  This 
sculpture is a contemporary 
representation of the prow 
of the Tākitimu waka. It was 
carved by ex-student, Tuti 
Tukaokao, in 1998.   
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The Legend 
of Tākitimu

Long ago the Tākitimu waka made its great journey across the Pacific 
Ocean from Hawaiiki to Aotearoa. 

As part of these preparations, the tohunga asked others for 
assistance. The taniwha of the sea, the dolphins, whales, octopus 
and squid were asked to guide the waka and provide a safe journey 
for the people. 

Hinekōraka, the moon maiden, was asked to guarantee the people 
successful fishing for food supplies required during their long voyage. 

Tāwhirimātea, God of the weather, was requested to provide good 
weather for the waka and its intrepid travellers on their journey. 

Tākitimu eventually reached Aotearoa and the people of Tākitimu 
spread far and wide across New Zealand. 

This awesome 
carving was created 

by ex-student, 
Tuti Tukaokao 

in 1998
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The Legend 
of Taurikura

Long ago there was a pā called Kahakaharoa in the Ōmanawa district. 
The pā was on the cliff tops at the edge of a gorge with a river flowing 
far below. Taurikura was a chief’s daughter, who lived in Kahakaharoa. 
Because she was a chief’s daughter, Taurikura had always been given 
everything she wanted. 

One day her grandfather asked her to get him some water from the river. 
The old man’s legs were weak, and it was difficult for him to make the trip 
down the steep track to the river in the gorge below. Taurikura told the 
old man she was tired and she did not want to go and get the water. The 
old man picked up an empty gourd and slowly and carefully, he made his 
way down the steep track to the river. He filled the gourd to carry  back up 
to the pā. Slowly and carefully, he climbed back up the steep track.

When the old man got back to the pā Taurikura demanded some for 
herself. She was thirsty too. This was too much for the old man. He began 
to tell her off. He told her she was lazy, and who did she think she was to 
expect everyone to run around after her. 

Taurikura was very ashamed.  She did not know how she could face all her 
other relatives in Kahakaharoa, because very soon everyone would know 
how badly she had behaved. She decided that the only thing she could do 
was leave the village.

That night Taurikura crept out of her whare. Carefully, she crept down the 
steep track to the river. Here she changed herself into a ngārara, a type 
of lizard, and plunged into the water.  She swam downstream toward 
Tauranga Moana. As she swam, the river carved out a new course for 
itself, along the route now known as Kopurererua. She swam from the 
stream out into the estuary of Waikareao, past Matarawa, the old name 
for Judea Pā, past Motuopae and out into Tauranga Moana. She swam 
past Mauao and out into the open ocean. Finally, exhausted, she landed 
on the rocky island of Kārewa, out in the sea beyond Matakana.

Taurikura stayed on Kārewa. She kept the form of the lizard so no one 
would recognise her. She was the ancestor of the tuatara and to this 
day, these are the only special kind of lizard that are found on Kārewa 
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Island. Taurikura is especially remembered at Huria Marae. She can be 
seen in one of the carved poupou and in the stained glass window in 
Tamateapokaiwhenua - the meeting house at the marae.  There is also a 
carved portrait of Taurikura, the cheeky girl who is the ancestress of the 
tuatara of Kārewa.

Behind the Tākitimu 
tauihu (prow) is our Taurikura 

Mural - painted by Stu McDonald 
and a group of Ōtūmoetai 
Primary School students for 

the 125th Anniversary.  

It was unveiled 
on Friday 30th 

October 2020 as part 
of our school’s 125th 

celebrations. 
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Rua Pekepeke
The Kākahu Pekepeke carving of Punawai Spring was commissioned in 
1991. It was carved by Kerry Wilson and presented for the opening of 
the school library on February 2nd, 1992.   

In 2019, Zara McIndoe (Principal), decided that the carving deserved a 
more prominent position in the school and, after discussions with Ngāi 
Tamarāwaho, the carving was moved to the foyer.  

Tamati Tata and Des Tata were there to bless the new positioning of the 
carving.  The carving tells the story of the movement of water from the 
Punawai Spring in neighbouring Mitchell Park and down past Ōtūmoetai 
College and Ōtūmoetai Intermediate.

The carving 
represents the springs 
and the Māori people 

who drank, bathed and 
washed in its waters.

The carving is 
named Kakahu 
Pekepeke after 

this saying.
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At the bottom of the Sherwood 
Street hill and Mitchell Park, there 
is a sacred spring known as 
Punawai. For hundreds of years 
the Punawai spring has spilled its 
sparkling waters and meandered 
its way through a peaceful creek 
and into two other springs behind 
Ōtūmoetai College and Ōtūmoetai 
Intermediate. 

From this natural movement of water comes the Māori saying: Rua 
Pekepeke - to move from one to the other. 

In the olden days the Māori people used to drink water from the top spring 
and wash themselves and their clothes in the bottom springs. Sometimes 
one of the springs was more plentiful than the other and the Māori people 
had to move from one spring to another and a saying was formed: 

I tenei wa kei a koe tenei kakahu
Kei tetehi rangi

Kei a ratou tena kakahu Pekepeke
The meaning of this saying is that the moving of clothes from one spring 
to the next is similar to moving a cloak from family to family. This gives 
comfort to each other in times of spiritual need such as when a family 
member dies.

 

This is our 
Punawai Mural  

Painted by 
Gael Prosser - 
Specialist Art 

Teacher 
2021
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1939 Exclusion of Māori 
students from Ōtūmoetai 
Primary School
In 1938 Ōtūmoetai Primary School consisted of 70 students.  47 of 
these students were Māori and predominantly from the two local Ngāi 
Tamarāwaho communities of Hūria and Te Reti. 

A petition from Pākehā parents was sent to the Ōtūmoetai School 
Committee in April 1938 asking that all Māori children from Ōtūmoetai 
Primary School be moved to Te Paeroa (Bethlehem) Native School.  
According to School Committee records, the Ōtūmoetai School Committee 
discussed this and the possibility of making the school European only.  
The committee members then instructed their secretary to write to the 
Department of Education putting forward this proposal.  

In October 1939, the school committee received news from the 
Department of Education that they had gained permission to remove all 
Māori children from Ōtūmoetai Primary.  On the 20th November 1939, 44 
Ngāi Tamarāwaho children ranging in age from six to 13 years were enrolled 
at Te Paeroa (Bethlehem) Native School.  Ōtūmoetai Primary School was 
left with only 25 European children on their roll.  School photos show that 
the school remained exclusively European until approximately 1962. 

The exclusion of Māori students from Ōtūmoetai Primary was brought to 
our attention by Merewhiua Bennett at a Pōhiri at our school in February 
2019.  Merewhiua was one of the students who had been removed from 
Ōtūmoetai in 1939.  

The Ōtūmoetai Primary School Staff, Board of Trustees, and 
representatives from the Ministry of Education went to Huria Marae on 21st 
October 2020.  

Heeni Goldsmith and Merewhiua Bennett, the only two surviving students 
who had been sent to Te Paeroa (Bethlehem) Native School in 1939, and 
their whānau, were in attendance.   On this occasion and at the school’s 
125th Anniversary on the 30th October 2020, Principal, Zara McIndoe and 
Deputy Principal, Marcus Hughes, publicly apologised to Ngāi Tamarāwaho 
on behalf of the school and Board of Trustees for the removal of Māori 
students in 1939.
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To learn anything from the wrongdoings of the past the 
first step forward is to apologise. To teach our people well, 
we need not be afraid to expose the truth of our history 
and to also show that it is never too late to say sorry.    

We look forward to continuing the healing process with 
the hapū of Ngāi Tamarāwaho.

Copy of 
minutes from 

Ōtūmoetai School 
Committee
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Back Row: Bene Mathews, Bundy Kohu, Douglas Butler, August Kohu, Richard 
Mathews, John Tata, Nephi Kohu, George Togo, Archie Heke, Gerald Togo
4th Row: Dudley Mander, Allan Buchanan, Clifford Buchanan, Reginald Julian, 
Archie Shaw
3rd Row: Miss N. Fenn, Daisy Tarawa, Dorothy Williams, Mary Rahipere, Jean 
Buchanan, Monica Youngson, Edith Smith, Cynthia Pattie, Rose Blackett, Amelia 
Youngson, Ella Youngson, Isobel Matheson, Gabrielle Hyndes
2nd Row: Maurice Togo, Arthur Stanley Gate, Clarke Edwards, Nanie Tawa, Mathew 
Tarawa, Ari Marsh, Zella Tawa, Rosie Nuku, Edith Marsh, Kitty Youngson, Marjorie 
Shaw, Winnie Youngson, Joan Shaw 
Front Row: Henry Wright, Victor Blackett, Ken Hayman, Richard Blackett, Hugh 
Matheson, Leo Edmonds, Stewart McPetrie, Leith Pattie, Alan Shaw 
Absent: Doreen Marsh, Joan Webber, Nola Mander, Alfred Tarawa, Dolly Ranui, Lily 
Rikerangi, Eru Togo, Paul Rahipere, Tai Nuku, Peter Pearson, Alice Nuku, Ronald 
Edmonds, William Nepia, Henry Ranui, Stanford Mathews, Day Pearson.

Ōtūmoetai School 1934
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Back Row: Bruce Pattie, Geof Western, Walter Bell, Bruce Miller, Eddie Julian, David 
Miller, Peter Freemantle, ?, Jeff Beetham
3rd Row: Gordon Good, Connell Lever, Arthur Sickling, Graham?, Robert Twist, 
Norman Julian, Winnie Youngson, Erica Prescott, Joyce Western, Gabriel 
Pendergrast, Neil Everett
2nd Row: Connie Twist, Mary Dykes, Susan Ogle, Joy Blackburn, Ruth Julian, June 
Julian, Lois Julian, Lois MIller, Merle Merridith 
Front Row: Merlyn Julian, Richard Frost, Robin (Bob) Freemantle, John Jefferson, 
Gordon Western, Maurice Pendergrast, Macky Twist, Ian Ogle
Head Teacher in 1940: Elsie Thorpe

Ōtūmoetai School 1940

Historic photos of 
Ōtūmoetai School 

clearly show there were 
no longer any Māori 
students attending 
Ōtūmoetai Primary 

School in 1940
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Maungawhare House
Ōtūmoetai Primary School first opened at a farm belonging to Mr Berridge 
in Beach Road on the 7th October, 1895.  It was 17 years since the first 
application to have a school in Ōtūmoetai.  The school opened with 
28 pupils from Tauranga and Te Puke plus some children who had not 
previously attended school.  Some of the children had been taught at 
Maungawhare House and then Woodhill on Grange Road, the homes of 
Henry Brabant (1844 - 1926), his wife and eight children.

Maungawhare House is one of Tauranga’s oldest historic homes and sits 
proudly in Maungawhare Place atop Ōtūmoetai’s highest point. 

Henry Brabant moved into Maungawhare House in 1878 with his wife and 
eight children.  They built a lovely tennis court and planted lots of native 
trees.  The gardens contained rose bushes, camellia and rhododendron 
bushes and an acre of spring bulbs, daffodils and snowdrops.

Henry Brabant first named the house Woodhill and later used the same 
name when he moved to his second house, which is now Woodhill Funeral 
Home at 167 Grange Road. 

Five of Henry Brabant’s children were of school age and Brabant employed 
a male tutor to teach them English, Arithmetic, History and Geography.  
A Governess, Mademoiselle Camille, taught the children French and 
Scripture. Māori farm workers lived in the farm cottages on the farm.  One 
of the Māori women, Mere, gave the children lessons in Te Reo Māori.

Information provided by ex-pupils (1940s-1950s): Alys Ingrid (Cambie) Revfeim Wicksteed and Ross List  
Credit to: Tauranga Historical Society - http://taurangahistorical.blogspot.com

Maungawhare, Ōtūmoetai, c 1910s 
Image courtesy of Tauranga City Library, Ref. 03-385
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Ōtūmoetai Historic 
Classroom

In July 2013, Ōtūmoetai School Board of Trustees voted to remove a 
115-year-old building from the school grounds, handing it over to the 
Ministry of Education.

The vote saddened many former pupils and teachers who wanted the 
classroom to remain a historic reminder of what early education was like. 
Former pupil Ross List attended the school in 1942 and wanted to see 
the classroom set up as a museum featuring some of the classroom’s 
original contents including desks and inkwells. Alys-Ingrid Wicksteed 
attended the school in 1948 and also wanted the classroom, and native 
bush surrounding the building, restored. “Ōtūmoetai is a significant place. 
It was a community-based area. Everything happened there – especially 
everything around the school building.”

At a final meeting with the Board and interested parties in July 2013, then 
principal, Geoff Opie, explained that to stay within the classroom quota, 
cater for an influx of students and make way for a new playground, the 
school had made the decision to say goodbye to the building.

While appreciating the building’s historic significance, Mr Opie said a 
practical outcome was needed to benefit current students.

The classroom has now been repurposed as the ‘Jam Factory’. It is used as 
a music room and events centre for bands and gigs at the Historic Village, 
17th Avenue, Tauranga. 

Alys Ingrid (Cambie) Revfeim 
Wicksteed and Ross List 
holding a picture of the old 
classroom.   
Photo credit: Sunlive.
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Ngāi Tamarāwaho 
Ko Tākitimu te waka  

Ko Mauao, ko Puwhenua ngā maunga 
Ko Te Awanui te moana  
Ko Kopurererua te awa  

Ko Ngāti Ranginui te iwi  
Ko Ngāi Tamarāwaho te hapū 

Tākitimu is the canoe  
Mauao and Puwhenua are the mountains 

Te Awanui is the sea  
Kopurererua is the river  

Ngāti Ranginui is the tribe  
Ngāi Tamarāwaho is the tribe 

Ngāi Tamarāwaho are descendants of the captain of the Takitimu waka 
(canoe), Tamatea Arikinui, who is known by many names. To Ngāi 
Tamarāwaho, he is Tamateapokaiwhenua. The hapū name comes from 
their ancestor, Kinonui the son of Tamateapokaiwhenua the great chief 
of Mauao. After Kinonui was killed at the Battle of Te Kokowai on Mauao, 
Kinotaraia the son of Kinonui was given the name Tamarāwaho the Son of 
the Sea Breeze, when he moved inland and settled the area ‘touched by the 
breeze’ that blows from Mauao to Puwhenua (Riseborough, 1999).

Since the arrival of the Tākitimu in Tauranga, Ngāi Tamarāwaho occupied 
their ancestral lands, which lay between the Waimapu and Wairoa Rivers, 
and as far inland as Te Rī o Tamarāwaho in the Mangorewa Gorge and 
beyond Te Papa out to sea.
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Ngāi Tamarāwaho Hapu at Ōtūmoetai  Primary School's  
125th Anniversary Celebrations and Apology October 30th 2020.

Merewhiua Bennett with 
Principal of Ōtūmoetai  Primary School 

 Zara McIndoe 

On 18 May 1865, the entire Tauranga 
district was confiscated by Order 
in Council under the New Zealand 
Settlements Act 1863 and, after 
questions arose over the validity of 
the order, the Tauranga District Lands 
Act 1867 was passed retrospectively 
to validate the confiscation of the land 
(Wainwright & Feint, 2000). The land 
loss following the New Zealand Wars 
plunged the hapū further into poverty,  
which consequently affected the 
identity of the hapū. 

Ōtūmoetai  Primary School are 
privileged to have reconnected with 
Ngāi Tamarāwaho following the school's 
apology to the hapū in 2020 for the 
wrongdoings of the past.
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Huria Marae 

Ko Pūwhenua me Mauao ngā maunga 

Ko Waikareao me Kopurererua ngā awa 

Ko Tauranga te moana 

Ko Tākitimu te waka 

Ko Te Awhiorangi te toki 

Ko Te Rapanga-i-te-atanuku te hoe 

Ko Tamatea Pōkaiwhenua te tangata 

Ko Ngāti Ranginui te iwi 

Ko Ngāi Tamarāwaho te hapū 

Ko Huria te marae 

Ko Tamatea Pōkaiwhenua te wharenui 

Ko lhuparapara raua ko lwipupu te wharekai

Ko Tahuriwakanui te tekoteko 

Ko Matarawa te whenua 

Ko Motuopae te urupā
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Huria Marae is the marae of the hapū of Ngāi Tamarāwaho. Although 
now known as Huria (or Judea), the original pā settlement was known 
as Matarawa. Geographically, there were three separate settlements 
which comprised the Huria community where the various families 
of the Ngāi Tamarāwaho hapū lived. The main centre was the Huria 
Pā Village, with Matahoroa situated north-west and within close 
proximity and only separated by a hōpua (swimming lagoon).  
Further to the south-west of the Pā was the settlement of Te Reti.  

To the north-east of Huria, in the Waikareao estuary is a small island 
called Motuopae, or the stranded island. It is also known as Peach 
Island. It is the sacred burial place of Ngāi Tamarāwaho. It is a very 
integral part of Huria Marae and is the final resting place of the people 
of Ngāi Tamarāwaho, whether they are local, or have returned from 
anywhere in Aotearoa, Australia or any other country overseas. 

Huria Marae is the marae of Ngāi Tamarāwaho. It is situated in Judea. 
The meeting house Tamateapokaiwhenua (formerly Te Kaponga) 
was opened in 1956 by Kingi Koroki. Huria Trust supports many 
programmes and services run through Huria Marae.

Marcus Hughes 
(Deputy Principal), 
Des Tata (Kaumatua), 
Tu Pearson (Kaumatua), 
Zara McIndoe (Principal)
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